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For MONDAY, January 14, 1788. 





To the PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


SIR, 

HE notice you have heretofore been pleafed to take of 

fome original pieces of mine, makes me think you will, 

at my requeft, print the following ancient and curious will g 

which, amongft various other fragments of antiquity, lately fell 

into my hands. It receives authenticity from an indorfement 

on the back, anno 1672, as contributing to fettle a twenty year’s 

litigation in the Court of Chancery about one of the manors 
devifed by it. 

This will, though feemingly written plain, is very difficalt to 
be read, more fo than fome manufcripts I have met with of 
much earlier date, or even the old courthand, The conftruce 
tion of the letters appears to be merely arbitrary, and unlike 
any alphabet I am acquainted with, fave that ina few inftances 
it hath fome faint refemblance to the Greek ; as for example— 
the fmall r is formed like the Greek Taw, 

In this will s devifed the greateft part of the extenfive hun- 
dred of Winteritoke, not in the poflefion of the church; the 
divifor moft therefore be one of the richeit privace gentlemen 
in Somerfethhire ; for this hundred was at the Revolution va- 
lued in 15,980!. 473. 22d, per annum, and is at this time 
worth, in fee-fimple, apwards of two millions fterling. 

I have, in order to illuftrate this will, added a few notes rela= 
tive to the parifhes and manors therein devifed, and which are, 

Vou. XI. 262. D at 
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at prefent, in the occupation of upwards of five hundred fare 
mers and tenants. Thefe notes, as well as the will itfelf, may 
probably be acceptable to fome of your readers. 
Your’s, &c. 
R. LOCKE. 


Burnham, November 17, 1787. 


FP. S. The fee of Winterftoke Hundred was formerly in the 
crown, and therefore under the jurifdiction of the hheriff of the 
county 3 however tle Lords Vifcounts of Weymouth, have been 
accuflomed to keep the annual courts teet, at which the peace 
officers are chofen, and the common bufirefs of the hundred 
tranfaéted. It has long fince been united to the hundreds of 
Bempitone and Brent-cum-Wrington, whic) have their petty 
feffions monthly, and with the hundreds of Portbury and Hares 
cliff cum-Bedminfter, make up the north limit of the eaftern 
divifion of Somerfethhire. 





~ 2 ~ Fh de 


TO all man’r of men, to Whome this p’fent 
Writinge fhall come, John Payne efquire, fendeth 
greetinge in our Lord God everlaftinge, Where- 
that i fad John by my Deede late have enfeoffed 
Robt Stowell efquire, Mafter John Thoure Do&or 
of laws, Robt Stowell (a) rast of Edward Stowell 
deceafed, John Vele viccar of Winefcombe, Sir 
John Preykeman Clerke, Willm Oldmixon, Wil- 
liam Pekefwell, and John Payne of Bridgwater 
marchant, evire and of all my lands tenemts 
rents reufions and feruices with the apptences in 

Hutton 





(a) It appears by fome other papers, that this gentleman 
married Anne daughter and coheirefs of John Saint Maur, lord 
of Northmolton, in Devonfhire, and was anceltor of the laie 
Countefs cf Hillfborough and the prefent Baron Stawell, 
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(4) Hutton was the principal refidence of this gentleman ; 
and although the manfion-houfe has been modernized, it cone 
tinues ftill to have the appearance of great antiquity. The 
manor was in the fixteenth century divided into two royalties, 
and each of them feparately fliled ‘* The Manor of Hutton.” 
One of thofe manors (now in poffeffion of the Rev. David 
Powel, B. A. and John Capel, gent.) became the.property of 
Edmund Ludlow, of Chittingford, in Surry, Efquire, anceftor 
of Colonel Edmund Ludlow, a leader of the republican party 
againft Charles the Firfl, and who fat on his trial as one of his 
Judges, author of Memoirs of his own Times, &c.—-T he other 
royalty was held under the honour of Gloucefter, and fold by 
Nicholas Payne, great-grandfon of the teftator, under two dif- 
ferent contracts; firft to Dr. John Still, Bifhop of Bath and 
Wells ; and fecondly to his fon Nathaniel Still, Efq; whofe 
daughter married into the Codrington family, one of whom fold 
it tothe Brent family, and it is at prefent the feat of Charles 
Coopey Brent, Efq; who being in poffeffion of the manor- 
houfe and soo!. per annum, conceived himfelf thereby entitled 
to the idles royalty, efpecially as the proprietors of the 
Ludlow manor have fo effectually difmembered it as not to have 
a fingle acre of land left to keep the eltrays. But notwithftand- 
ing this, the jary, lait Somerfet aflizes, upoa the queition being 
litigated, gave their verdict in favour of the defendant, upon 
proving a regular uniform poifeflion for more than 60 years,— 
By this decifion the proprietors of the Ludlow royalty are ens 
titled to one.tenta parc of the lead and bra{3 ore dug within 
the manor, as well as the drift and chafe of the waite lands, and 
the ufual allotment in lieu of foil whenever an inclofure of the 
moors {hall take place. It is, however, uncertain whether the 
prefentation to the church belongs to the poflefiors of this dif. 
membered manor, or to the heir at law of the teftator, as the 
queition has been 13 years before the Coart of Chancery, and 
is yet undetermined. 


(¢) This isa {mall village and manor, which lies within 
the parith of Hutton ; the major part, confilting of about 300, 
per annum, now belongs to Jofeph Daniel Matthews, of Barn- 
itaple, in the county ot Devon, Efg; an immediate defcendant 
and reprefentative of the teltator, at the diltaace of eleven 
nerations. 


ge 
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(d) This is fappofed to be Port/oead, but if fo it cannot mean 
the whole parifh; for Thomas fourth Lord Berkeley owned 
one third part of it as early as Henry the Fourth, who in the 
fecond year of his reign granted him_ a charter of free warren, 
This Lord Berkeley had bet one daughter, aod the married 
Richard Genschamp, Earl of Warwick, who feized upon this 
asd fome other manors, which he afterwards, through the intes 
reft.of the Duke of Gloucefter, furrendered to the male heir, 
James the fifth Lord Berkeley, from whom it came to his fon 
William, who was by King Edward the Fourth created Earl of 
Nottingham and Marquis of Berkeley ; but be, who died on 
the a4th of February, 1492, without iffue, took offence at his 
brother’s marriage, and made his will in favourof King Henry 
the Seventh. It afterwards came into poffeffion of the learned: 
Judge Coke’s family, and was velted in ‘Thomas Coke, late 
Earl of Leicefler, whofe reprefentative fold it, together with 
Portbury manor, to James Gorden, Efq; for 32,0001. One 
other third part belonged tothe Mahon family. It was for- 
merly diimembered, bat the remains of iz belong to the lady 
ef the late Sir John Fuft, of Hill Court, Bart. whofe grand- 
father, Sir Edward Fatt, Bart. married with Elizabeth only 
daughter and heir of Waidliam Mahon, of Porthhead, Efq. The 
remains of the parifh have been kept entire, and now, with the 
advowion of the church, belong to the chamber of Briftol. 


(e) ‘This is a manor containing a few hundred acres, fituate 
inthe parith of Hatton, to which, belosgs a large common 
appendant, lyiog within the parith of Bleadon, It was fore 
merly the property of the Ojdmixoa family, the lat of whom 
who owned this royalty was Mr, John Oldmixon, an Englith 
hiftorian, political and dramatic writer, who died in 1742. At 
prefent this lordthip, with a farm of about 200. per aanum 
annexed, belongs to Mr. Thomas Symonds, of Briftol, atorney 
at law. 


(f) This manor has long fince been difmembered ; however, 
the royalty and a large farm belong to William Burridge, of 
Stoke Saint Mary, near Taunton, Efg. It forms a paralle- 
logram of about two miles long, and not more than one furs 
log wide, its fitaation being lengthways, between the two pa- 
rifhes of tiutton and Uphill, "by which they are divided, as 
though {plit by a wedges. As Eait Oldmixon lies in the parith 

: ot 
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of Hutton, fo Welt Oldmixon is fituated in the parifh of Blea- 
don, formerly called ** Bloody Down,” from the great flaughter 
of the Danes, anno 845, by Ernulph, the fappofed fon of Hun, 
and fecond Earl of Somerfet. The major part of Bleadon, 
with the advowfon of its valuable reftory, belong to the Dean 
and Chapter of Winchefter, and, according to the tradition of 
fome of the old people, is one of the pine manors given by 
Queen Emma to Bifhop Alwin to perpetuate the memory of her 
efcaping unhurt when fhe underwent the ordeal of fire by walk. 
ing Ptindfold over the nine burning ploughthares. But it cannot 
be one of the nine manors in queftion, as it is not named as fuch 
in Dugdale’s Monafticon, Tanner’s Notitiz, or any other an- 
tient author within my knowledge. Bleadon is famous for 
being the refidence of that eminent minifter of the pofpel Meric 
Cafaubon, fon of the great [faac Cafaubon.—Sce Biog. Brit. 


(g) If we underftand the general words of this will, 
** all my manors of Locking, Worle, &c,’’ to include the whole 
of thofe parithes, we are uacer a miiake, for part of Locking 
and Worle, as well as the adjoining parith of Kewltoke, be- 
longed to the Priory of Worlfpring, a religious houfe founded 
and endowed by William Courtenay tor Canons Regular of 
Saint Auguiline, uoder the direction of John de Drokenfide, 
Bithop of Bath and Wells, who died anno 1328, and this Priory 
was not diffulved ’till 1534, which was forty years after the date 
of this will It was valued by Henry the Eighth’s Com. 
mifioners, according to Dugdale, in 871, 2s. 11d. halfpenny per 
aon. byt in Speed it is i110). 18s. 4d. three farthings, The 
manor of Worle hath been difmembered, and fold to the 
tenants, The royalty, with about sool. per ann. was fold near 
4° years fince by the Windham family to James Bithop, Geas. 
aadat prefent beloags to Gregory Ath, Efq. It is a vicarage in the 
gift of the King, or rather the Lord Chancellor, as being under 
20l. per ann. value in the King’s, books ; but the impropriate 


‘tithe beloags to the Chamber of Briitol, as alfo the manor, 


prefentation to the vicarage, and impropriate tithe of Locking. 
1 oblerve in Bacon’s new Edition of Etton’s ‘Thefauras, that 
William Plomley, Efq. predented, anno 4571.  MLrs, Plomiey 
has about 3001, per ano, in Locking at peclews. 

(4) Roleftone and Overfhill are two fmall manors in the 


parith of Banwell, the remains of which are now in tne pol- 
fefionof the Hon. James Everard Arundel, as the inheritance 


of. the. Wyndham family. 








go THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
Pokerellftone(z) Uphill{z) 





(i) Now written Puxton, a fmall parifh adjoining to Banwell, 
to whichit was a chapel of eafe ’till divided from it ann01772- 
The prefentation to the church is in the Dean and Chapter of 
Brittol ; but the impropriate tithes, which formerly belonged to 
the Abbey of Bruton, at prefent belong to John Lintol, Efq. 
The manor hath been long fiance difmembered. , 


(4) A queftion of the utmofl confequence to a great number 
of individuals ought to be ferioufly argued with regard to this 
manor ard parifh, the fhort hiftory of which informs us that it 
pafled through the hands of the Wyndhams, the Fitzjamefes, 
and the Boards; but, falling into the poffeffion of coheirefles, 
the manor was parted, like the manor of Hutton, and the 
queftion now is, whether the royalty could be divided ? if ic 
could not, would it, without deed in writing, pafs intire with 
the manor-houfe, as part of the elder fifter’s ihare, the fame as 
the Crown ? or would the younger fifter become intitled, in cons 
fequence of her being the laft that difmembcred the manor, and 
continuing the longeit in the full exercife of all the manerial 
privileges? The remains of one of thofe manors were, in the 
23d of Charles the Second, fold under an act of Parliament by 
the coheirefs of Sir John Fitz-James to William Doble, Eq, 
and new belongs to his great grandfon William Burridge, of 
Stoke Saint Mary, near ‘T'aunton, Efq. The remains of the 
other manor, with a few hundreds per annum, were purchafed 
by a Mr. Richardifon, who wifely forefeeing a future incum- 
brance, granted off the royalty, with’’a fmal! part of the land, 
but {till flood feized of the manor-houfe, which is now in the 
peffefion of the Rev. Jonathan Gegg, M. A. and who hath 
alio purchafed the royalty of this manor, with the only re- 
maining clofe of aboat four acres, with which it had hesetofore 
been accufiomed to pafs.’ Whillt the above difficulties created 
difputes among the real owners, a ftander by took poffeifion of a 
vaivable fifhery belonging to this parifh, tituated at the mouth 
of the river Ax, upon the verge of the Briftoi Channel, In the 
mean time John Willes, Fig. preiented to the rectory, as the 
reprefentative of Philip Frke, Efq. who pofleffed it trom the 
Wyndham family. However, it hath pleafed God to check the 
zeal of theie feveral claimaints by a late vifitation of his provi= 
ceneée, for within thefe tew years pait there hath been as much 
Jand vorally buried with fand as is worth upwards of two 
thouland pounds, and if there be not fome method taken to put 

@ ipeedy 
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a fpeedy ftop to the ravages of the wind and tide there muft be 
inevitably deftroyed feveral thoufand, acres of as rich land as 
any in Somerfethhire. What a miferable ftate of difquietude 
mult therefore feize the minds cf the inhabitants, feeing that 
after a difpute of four years the Lords, by obtaining a late ver= 
di& in their favour, fill refufe to kcep the fea bounds, alledging 
that as the whole parifh of Uphill was owned by one man, whea 
the old jury book charged the repair as belonging to the Lord 
of the manor, fothe whole parifh at prefent ought to contribute 
towards fuch a great work in preference to an individual! The 
Jand owners of Uphill, in their defence fay, that all the remote 
perfons benefited ought to contribute towards fach repair by an 
equal rate upon the low lands lying at a diftance from the fea. 
But the proprietors of thofe lands refufe their affiftance upoa 
this ground, that. felf prefervation will ere long awaken the 
inhabitants of Uphill tothe duty of defending their own pro- 
perty, which when done will alfo become a defence futlicien: to 
preferve the inland parifhes, Thus it reits at prefent in a ftate 
of uncertainty, either from a defect in the law refpetcting the 
feffions of fewers, or from an inactivity or deficiency in judgmeat 
of the commiffioners or their jurors. 


(/) This is an adjoinieg parith to Uphill, lying alfo azain& 
the fea, and hath already fuftained fome damage from the 
fhifting of the fand by the wind. The rectory is ove of thofe 
difcharged inthe king’s book from. paying of firlt fruits, awd 
is in the prefentation cf the Bifhop of Bathand Wells. But 
the manor and major part of the pariih have for many geac- 
rations belonged to the Pigo: family, and is at prefeat the proe 
perty of John Pigot, Eiq. 


(m) The principal part of Barton belongs to the heirs of the 
late Peter Fry, of Axbridge, and Robert Smith, Efgrs. Ie 
lies within the parifh of Winfcombe, the demefne of which be- 
longed to Sir John Tiptoft, he having married Joice, daoghter 
and co-heirefs of Edward Charlton, Lord of Powis, by Eleanor, 
daughter of Thomas Holiand, Earl of Keat, and widow of 
Roger Mortimer, karl of March, both of the blood royal. Sir 
John Tiptoft (Lord Powis ia right of his wife) died 1443, and 
left this manor to his fon John, afterwards Earl of Worcefter, 
who W as beheaded on Tower Hill, anno 14714, as the firit facrie 
mace mage ty the unhappy politics of the Harl of Warwick, 

whicn 
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when he unkinged Edward the Foarth. Edward Tiptoft, fon of 
the Earl, was reftored in blood, but died Aug, 12, 1485, with 
out iffue, and left his large pofleffions’to his three fifters $ 
Philippia, who married Thomas Lord Rofs of Hamlake 
Joan, Sir Edward Eaglethorp, of Cambridgethire ; and Joice, 
Edmund Sutton, fon of Lord Dudley. There was however 
another manor of Winfcombe, or Winfham, which one Ealfi 
was obliged to reftore to the charch of Wells, on the application 
of Bifhop Gifs, to William the Conqueror, to which he wag 
pleated toadd, as a free gift, the manor and church of Yatton, 
in the faid hundred of Winterfloke. 


(2) Shipham isa parith under thé Mendip Hills, famous fot 
the great quantities of brafs and lead ore dug up there, and for 
a large fair for cattle held annually on the 17th of November. 
The manor hath been Jong fince difmembered, the remains 
of which belong to William Wefley, of Brifol, Efqg. but a 
great part of the parifh, as well as the prefentation to the rec- 
tory, belong to the Dean and Chapter of Wells, 


(0) Winteshead is a {mall manor in the patifh of Shipham, 
the royalty of which (together with the manor and parith of 
Chrift Stone, near it,) formerly belonged to the Vaughan family ; 
bot Francis Vaughan, Efq. being a partizan of the Doke of 
Monmouth, in the Weftern rebellion, anno 1685, was obliged to 
guit the kingdom. This manor, however, became the property 
and refidence of the late Joftice Vaughan, whofe widow mare 
ried with a Mr. Jones, of Bath, the reprefentative of whom is 
the prefent poffeffor. 


(p) Blagdon (as it is now written) was the refidence of the 
Jate Rev, and celebrated Dr. John Langhorn, author of a variety 
of ingenious pieces in profe and verfe. There were in this 
parith fome lands and tenements belonging to the nunnery of 
‘Taunton, which at the diflolution of monafteries were given to 
Sir Thomas Darcy, anceftor to the Earl of Holdernefs, a privy 
counfellor to Henry the Eighth, whom he, in the 39th year of 
his reign, cauled to be beheaded on ‘Tower Hill, for delivering 
the caftle of Pomfret to the York/bire Pilgrims of Grace. This 
manor was at the Conqueft granted to Robert, fon of Martin of 
Tours, who married Maud Peverel, and with her confent the 
church and rectory were given to the monks of Stanley, ia 

Wilthire. 
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Wilthhire. But in 1674, the prefentation, according to Bacon, 
belonged to Thomas Baynard, Efq. Neha? ic is now the 
property of the prefentincambent, the Rev. Geo. Croffman,M. As 
rector of Monkton, near Taunton. Nicholas, great grandfon of 
Robertde Tours, jeftthelordthip to his grandfon Nicholas, 12815 
whofe fon William, anno 1326, left it to his filter Joan, wife of 
Nicholas Audley, a fucceflor of whom being attainced, it was 
given by Richard the Second, anno 1377, to John Holland, 
Earl of Huntingdon, in whofe pofterity it continued till 1456, 
which is only 38 years before the date of this will. The 
manor hath been Jately purchafed by John Billingfley, Efq. one 
of the greateft experimental agricultarifts in Somer(ethhire, and 
who hath already obtained an act of Parliament for inclofing 
its extenfive commons and wafte lands, mach to the advantage 
of the land owner, the Jaboarer, and the publick. 


(q) I cancot find any fuch manor, but there are fome lands 
in the parifh of Churchill that bear this name, 


(r) There are two Langfords, Upper and Lower; but Lang- 
ford Court is fappofed to be here meant, which has for many 
genetations been the refidence of the Jones family, che heirels 
of whom is mow the wife of the Rev, Thomas Sedgwick 
Whalley, M, A. 


(s) Charchill is a parith of great antiquity, and famous for 
having given name to the anceftors of John Churchill, the 
great Dake of Marlborough ; for Roger de Courcil, who wag 
of the family of Leon, in France, came into England with 
William the Conqueror, of whom he received this lordfhip, as 
a gift for his fervices. I donot find at what time the Charchilf 
family difpoffeffed themfelves of this manor, perhaps long 
fince, for the Duke of Marlborough’s great-grandfather having 
married a daughter of Sir George Bond (fon of Rebert Bond, 
of Trull, near Taunton), Lord Mayor of London, in the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth, was feated at Minthorn,in Dorfethhire,and 
Sir Winttan Charchill, the Duke’s father (who was diftinguithed 
as an hiftorian and for his loyalty to Charles the Firfl), was of 
Wotton Glanville, in chat coanty. The old people of Churchill 
have in veneration the memory of a Sit John Churchill, nick. 
named by one of our Princes ** Wife Jack of the Wei ;” and 
fay, he lies buried in the ifle of the church belonging to the 
Court Houfe, but thatthe infcription being partly hid by the 

Von, XI. 262, E ethgy 
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effigy, cannot now be made out, In this, however, they are 
miftaken, for an antiquarian will readily difcover the engraving 
ona piece of brafs to be the epitaph of Ralph Jenings, Efq; 
who died anno 1572, leaving behind him five fons and three 
daughters. He was probably the anceftor of Sarah Dutchefs of 
Marlborough ; for the was the daughter of Richard Jenings, 
Efq.—Churchill, though now a parifh, was only a chapelry of 
eafe to Banwell, from which it was divided anno 1772, and isin 
the prefentation of the Dean and Chapter of Briftol, The 
maror, in the beginning of this century, belonged to Captain 
Saunders, fince whofe time it has pafled through feveral pros 
prietors’ pofleffions, and is at prefent the property of Sir Joha 
Smith, Bart. Nathaniel Elias Cofferatt, of Exeter, Efg; and 
Samuel Newnham, of Briilol, Efq; as tenants in common. 


(t) There are five manors in this parifh ; and the manor of 
Banwell, emphatically fo called, belongs to the Bifhop of Bath 
and Wells, where there was formerly a palace for the occafional 
refidence of his predeceffors. It belonged to Hardld, fon of 
Godwin Earl of Kent, not as King of England, but as Earl of 
the Weft Saxons, as appears by Doomsday Book; yet in Gods 
win’s Bifhops we are informed, that Edward the Confeffor gave 
to Dadoco, Bifhop of Wells, the manors of Banwell and Con= 
grefbury, which lait is a parifh that took its name (according to 
John Capgrove) from one Congre, fon of an Emperor of Cone 
itantinople, who chofe to refide there as an hermit, and for hig 
exemplary piety and holine{s of life, was, long after his death, 
canonized. The manor of Banwell, alluded to in this will, is 
fappofed to have been called Benthill, and has long fince been 
difmembered, the royalty, or rather reputed royalty of which,is 
now enjoyed by Edmund Shepard, of Hill End, in the parith of 
Banwell, Efq. 


(«) Axbridge, fituate near the river Ax, is the only market 
and corporation town in the hundred of Winterftoke. It was 
formerly a borough, and in many other refpects of much more 
importance than at prefent, although the body corporate is 
deemed rich. I cannot find when it came into, or defcended 
from the Payne family; and certain it is that it formerly be- 
longed to the Bifhops of Bath and Wells, together with Con- 
grefbury and Chedder, out of which three manors was paid 
yearly into the King’s Exchequer a rent of 54l. but as this 
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was deemed a large fum in the 13th century, they were refigned 
to King Edward the Second, who, in the 13th year of hisreiga, 
granted thefe manors (inter alia) in tail general to Edmund 
Woodftock, Earl of Kent, his brother, in whofe pofterity they 
remained till the reign of Edward the Fourth {fee the note on 
Barton manor). Being forfeited to that King, he gave them 
to his brother, George Dake of Clarence, whofe fon, Edward 
Earl of Warwick, became feized of them; and from him to Mare 
garet, his fitter, wife of Sir Richard Pole, afterwards the famous 
Countefs of Salifbury ; bat the being beheaded May 27, 1540, 
it again devolved to the crown, and Edward the Sixth gave 
Chedder to Sir Thomas Heneage in exchange for other lands, 
For a deicription of the romantic cliffs and fubterraneous caverns, 
fee any of the modern travellers. ‘The manor of Axbridge hath 
been difmembered, and the prefentation to the rectory is in the 
Bifhop of Bath and Wells. 


(v) Wedmore, in the will, cannot include the whole parith, 
for it is is compofed of 15 feparate and different villages,moft of 
them diftinét manors, and that exclufively of Mark, Biddefham, 
and Allerton, three chapelries of eafe, long fince divided from 
it, and which are now become feparate parifhes. Indeed the 
wafte lands of the whole included together,although a few years 
fince of very little value, would now fell at 150,0001. Nay 
their church-land-commons, fo called, that ufed to be eftimated 
at about 10 or 2ol. are (in confequence of feveral inclo- 
fore bills already paffed and other acts of Parliaments likely 
to take place) expe&ted to become worth tocol, each. One of 
the above villages and manors called Blackford, belongs to the 
feotfees of Bruton Almshoule, and is valued in fee at between 
30 and 40,000]. ; the yearly rents twenty years hence will, it is 
fuppofed, be very fufficient to educate, clothe, and maintain 100 
boys io genteel life. Wedmore is certainly very ancient, and 
famous for having been the occafional refidence of King Alfred, 
and which by his will he gave to his foa, whom our niitorians 
file Edward the Elder, ‘The church is a peculiar ot the Dean 
of Wells, and vulgarly called a quarter college, having a vicar 
and four prebends. 


(w) Cluer is alfoa manor and village, within the parith of 
Wedmore, the lordthip of which belongs to Thomas Thynag, 
Vifcount Weymouth. 
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fet To have to them theire heires in fee without any 
condicon upon greate truft to pferme-my Will 
My Will is that faid fleoffees(x) fhail fuffer me 
duringe my life to manure occupie take & enioy the 
ifsues & pfitts of all the forefaid mannors lands 
& tements rents reu'fsions & feruices with the 
apptences without any interupcon or diflurbance of 
the fad my feoffees or of theire heires -Alfo I will 
that my faid ffeoffees fuffermyne Executors after 
my deceafeto manure occupie &. take the ifsues & 
pfitts of my manors lands & tenements rents 
reufgions & feruices in Hutton Elboroughe Pon- 
tefyde Eaft Oldmixon Weft Oldmixon Lockinge 
Worle Rolleftone Wolferefhull Pockerellftonc 
Uphill Wefton-fup-mare Barton Shepeham W yntred 
Blakedon Syaderlond Langeford Churchebill 
Banwell. Axbrigge Wedmore & Cluer aforefade 
with all theapptences And alfo the ifsues & pfittes 
of my Manor of Hutton aforefaide with all-the 
landes & tenements rents reucons & feruices with 
theapptences:to fayd Manor belonginge the Advow- 
fon of the Churche thereof excepted & referued to 
my heire apparent without any interrupcon or 
difturbance of my fad ffeoffees & their heires to m¢ 
duringe any life. ‘till. fuch tyme that my fayd exe- 
cutors have feuied of the fayd Manors: landes & 
tenements 





(x) Anciently, urder the feudal, military, and foccage 
tenuies, where lands were devifable, it was by cuftom only, for 
by the common law (which favoured heirs), no lands or tene- 
ments in fee-fimple were devifable by will, nor could they be 
transferred but by folemn livery and feifin, matter of record, ar 
{uficient deed im writing, fee Coke’s Inttigutes. But the ttasure 
of the 23d of Henry the Bighth made it otherwife, Tora 
particular branch of the feudal cenure,tee the Cufous of Tanutop 
Dean which I fome time fince pudlithed, piice 25¢ 
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tenements rentes reucons & feruices cclx'(y) of 
lafull money of England whereof I will. that my 
daughter Agnes have for‘her marriage Ix'. Alfo 
to my daughter Mary Ix'. alfo to my daughter 
Margaret Ix'. Alfo to the childe now beinge in my 


Wifes belly (if it pleafe almightie God to fend it 
life 








(y) This 260l, appears a very fmall fym to be raifed our of 
23 manors, efpecially when we eonfider it was intended asa 
competent provifion for four children, and for the payment of 
debts, From henee we. may iake occafion to equire what is 
the. proportion between the value of the money then and at 
prefent. To aniwer this enquiry, I have made'an eltimate of 
the real yearly value of about 50 parithes in Somerfet, and find it 
upon an average, when compared with the value returned at the 
Revolution, to be in proportio: as five to cne, which pro. 
portion is- however much exceeded in thofe parifhes whéfe the 
manors were early dif{membered, ard fold to the tenaats, who 
having thereby contratted large debts were obliged to become 
indpfrious and frugal, which naturally ‘led them to the ftudy of 
agriculture, and became a means of improving their freeholds to 
the higheit degree of fertilicy. Add hereto the very great ad+ 
vantages refulting to the land owner from the iniroductian of 
potatoes, and from the jnclofing and draining of moors. Indeed, 
ig js contended, and* perhaps to be.incdntrovertibly proved, 
that s00,000 acres of wafte land in Somerfethhire only, will, 
(when the whole thall be compleatly inclofed) oring into the 
pockets of the owners §9,0co}. per aan.-more than they did 


’ before the {pirit of inclofing prevailed in the flat parts of thae 


country. If, therefore, the 200 years preceding the Revo. 
Iption may be reckoned as increafing in value like the 109 years 
fince, we mult then eftimate the proportion to be as fifteen te 
ope, from which calculation the marriage portions devifed by 
the teftator to his daughters would aow amount to gool. each, 
To juftify the above calculation’ we may recollect, that in the 
334 of Henry the Eighth, the price of the fasteit ox was nos 
so exceed 1]. 6s. 84, Jathe alt of Elizabeth we have an ace 
count that wheat fold at 6d. per bythel, and other things in pros 
portion. Aad whofoever may haye curiofity enough to look 
yato the grants made inthe reign of Henry the Seveath (the 
time whea this will beers date) will perhaps fad this calculatiog 
more ¢xa@ than may at frit fight appear. 
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life to the age of xvi years) be it a man ora 
woman ix’. And alfo xx’. thereof the refidue 
my Will is y‘ it be firft leuied to content &. to pay 
my debtes And if it fortune that any of the fayd 
Daughters or the fayd childe as yet unnamed or all 
of them be married or deceafed duringe my life 
thene I will that the fad fume to her or them foe 
difpofed foe deceafed or married duringe my life be 
by-fet & beftowed by myne Executors to finde a 
Pricft(z) or Priefts to finge for me & Elizabeth & 
Mariam my Wiues & for the foules of myne 
anceltors yearely at Hutton as longe as the fade 
fume or fumes will endure (that is to Weete) for 
the foules of John Paine(a) of Hutton & Elizabath 
his 





(z) Inthe will of William Lord Botreaux (who died in the 
year 1461, viz. 33 years before the date of this will) he devifed 
his manor of Yeovilton, in Somerfethiire, to the prior and con- 
vent of Bath, provided they caufed a daily mafs to be celebrated 
for the health of bis foul for ever; alfo for the fouls of his 
wife, the King, Queen, arid Prince of Wales; except only three 
days before Eafter yearly, when there fhall be diftributed 64. to 
the poor of Bath in bread, po perfon to have more than the va- 
lweof one farthing. He left only one daughter (Margaret) for 
his heir, who married Sir Robert, eldeft fon of Sir Walter Hon- 
gerford, a grand-daughter of whom married Edward Lord 
Haftings, anceftor of the prefent Earl of Huntingdon, at the 
diftance of ten generations, The lady of this Lord Hattings 
was faid to be the richelft heirefs thatever lived to that time, the 
being feized in her own right of upwards of 100 free manors in 
ten different counties of England. Query. Will not the de 
vife of 6d, per ann. to the poor of Bath by this great lord con- 
tribute to prove the proportion of money, from that time to this, 
to be as one is to 15 as heretofore flated ? 


(2) Upon a piece of brafs againft the wall of the chancel an- 
nexed to Hutton church is engraved ‘* Hic jacet fub lapide 
Fobannes Paine et Elizabetha uxorem, 1496.” [This will is dated 
3494] Another piece of brafs near it hath thefe words: ** Pray 
for the fouls of Thomas Payne Squier [the teftator’s eldeft fon] 
and Elyzabeth bys wife'which departed the xv day of Auguit 
in the yere of our Lord God MDXXVIII” 
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his wife my father and mother Richard Paine ‘and 
Agnes his Wife Matthewe Paine and jfoane his 
wife & for all foules which in -efpacial Lthe fad 
aes am moft bound to pray for & for all xpiant 
oules alfo I will that my fayd fleoffees thall fuffer 
my Wife duringe her life to manure occupie and to 
dwell in my p’ncipell maner of Hutton & tobe 
payd yearely the fume of xij’. of lafull money 
duringe her life goinge out of all y* landes and 
tenements aboued rehearfed:in the name of :her 
dower. Alfo I will yt my fad ffeoffees or theire 
heires fhall make eftate of vj inkes (4).0f an 
annuitie of yearely rent goinge out of y* fad 
landes & tenements to Nicholas Paine my third 
fonne duringe his life at fuch time when it pleafe 
God the fad Nicholas come to full age and after the 
deceafe of the fa’d Nicholas I will that the fa‘d 
landes fhall remaine to the right heires of me the 
*forefayd John Payne without any interruption 
Alfo I will y' after y* fa’d fumes of cclx! in mann’ 
& forme aforefa’d be leuied & payde that then I 
will that the fa'd ffeoffees fhall make eftat of all the 
refidue of the fayd Manors landes tenements rents 
and feruices with theapptenences to Thomas 
Payne(c) my fonne and to the heires of his bodie 
lafully begotten at fuch time when the faid Thomas 
fhall 





_ (&) If an inke meant two marks, this younger fon’s yearly 
income amounted to 71. per ann. which was more than half 
his mother’s dower. 


(c) An inforre&tion in Somerfethire (fomewhat like that of 
the White Boys in Ireland) on account of great lords inclofing 
their lands ; and fome new innovations in religion were fup- 
prefled by hanging the ring leaders, amongit whom was John 
Payne, fuppofed to be the fon of this Gentleman, who faffered 
anno 1549. 
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fhall come to his ldfull age (prouifo feing) that I be 
at my libértie and freedom to change this my Will 
heteafter at all times at my pleafure . And alfo if I 
or any other p’fon by me havingé duthoritie, and 
power require my fotefayd fleoffees againé to make 
eflate to me. or to any other p’fonor p’fons by me 
named of all the fayd: manors landes and:tenements 
rents reu’fsions and feruices with theapp’tences or 
of any p’cell thereof I willthat they, fo doe and 
to p’forme the remnentsof my fa’d Will Dol 
have put my ne efpecial, truft in them as they will 
ayn{were afore almightie God In Witnefs whereof 
Ihave put to me Seal yeoken(d) the xij day of 
Apeéll the yeare of the rayne of king Henry the vij 
after the conquefts the x". 


(4) In locking over the famous will of John Trevilian, of 
Nettlecombe, in the coanty of Some:fee, Eiq. dared, Dec. 21, 
15 415 abd printed in Plowden’s Inftitutes, Latin Edition, 1633, 
and ‘fome other wills of this era, | conclude the ateaning Of this 
word to be fynonimous with joined or usited, and this place 
aveans the fubicribing the hand as well as affixing the feal. 





Exiratts from “ A Philofophical Survey of the South of 
Ireland,” 


[Continued from Page 19] 


PON the whole, Dublin is no contemptible city ; and 
we fhould rather wender, that, confidering its limited 
trade, it is as well as it is, than that it is not better. It mutt, 
however, be acknowledged, that except the new ftreets, which 
are paved and flagged like that of London, it is abominably 
dirty. In this rainy weather, I fee the gentlemen of the army, 
and .others, of the younger fort efpeciaily, generally booted ; 
from which ] fuppole that boots are the ton here, 

I, who you know always {peak and write fiom prefent feeling, 
cannot deicribe to you how much I was hurt by the naltinefs of 
thefe firceis, and by the fqualid appearance of the cazaille, 

The 
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The vatt inferiority of the lower'ranks in Dublin, compared- 
even with thole of the’ country towns in England, is very 
ftriking. Seldom do they thave, and when. they do, it is but 
to anmafk the traces of meagrenefs-and penury. : In a morning, 
before the higher clafles are ups you would imagine that half 
the prifons in Eorope had been opened, and their contents 
emptied into this place. 

What muft it have been then, even within: three years, when 
near 2000. wretches, much worle,.of courfe, than any now to be 
feen,exercifed the uoreftrained trade of begging ? [ am told 
that the nuifance was -rifen. to fuch a pitch, that you could 
fcarcely get clear of any fhop you entered, without the con~ 
tamination of .either ulcers or vermin, from the crowd of mene 
dicants that befet the door, i 

Dublin, by the bye, is indebted, to one of our countrymen, 
a Doétor Woodward, who has a deaory in the country, and a 
parith in the city, for its riddance of this pet. He, witha 
laudable & unremitting perfeyerance, fo vangaithed the national 
prejudice on this head, that he at length prevailed to have a 
poor bill paffed free from all thofe errors that experience had 
difeovered in the Englifh poor laws. 

In London one can rarely want amufement, the very ftreets 
are ap inexhauftible fource of it. There is fomething refreth- 
ing in that variety of chearful objects, which they perpetually 
exhibit. There is fuch a:cleanlinefs in the ftreets, fuch a. rich- 
nefs.in the. fhops, fuch a bultle of bulinefs, fuch a fleeknefs of 
pleaty, fuch a face of content, and withal, fuch an air of pleas 
fure, as/infufe the moft delicious fympathies. Here, we fee but 
little to chear, or exhilarate reflection, but much to fadden and 
deprefs the fpirits. There is, indeed, a motion, but it is fuch, 
as when the pulfe of life begins co flagnate, or like that of the 
wheel of fome great machine, juft after the power which ims 
pelled it, ceafes to aét. Here, to be fure, you meet fome fplendid 
equipages, and a large fuite of lackcys after a fedan chair 3 you 
fee a fair range, .or two of houfes, and fome rich fhops; aad 
you frequently meet faces fair enoagh to make Circaftt gaze 5 
but all tnefe {carcely compenfate tor the painful fenfations pro- 
duced by the general mafs. 

Yet the women fay, that the focial pleafures are more eafily 
obtained here than io London, They argue, that the Englith 
are generally fo intent upon bufinefs, that they will not {pare 
time for their company, and are confequently devoid of ail 
fentimental attachment ; that, matrimony, being lefs the fathion 
among them, they are tor obtaining the favours of the fair, by 
{peedier methods than thofe of attentions and refpedct, which, 

Vou. XI. 262. F when 
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when reciprocal,are among the chéicelt fweets of life ; and that 
public amufements being lefs frequent here, domeftic entertaine 
ments are more in ufe. Thefe are points [ thall tot difpate 
with the ladies, though I am not convinced of the truth of their 
arguments. I cannot help a > however, that the 
Englith are not fo addi&ed to the bottle, which is as great an 
enemy to fentiment and the graces, as either bufinefs or pleafure. 

Adhering firiétly to your advice, Tam every day on horfe- 
back, and find vaft benefit from it. At firft, I felt myfelf fa- 
tigued after riding ever’ fo little’; now, after repeated effays, 
like t@lf- fledged birds, flattering’ before they fly, I make exe 
curfions of fome miles withqut being weary. But the roads 
near the ¢ity are very bad, and the ftreets are fo flippery, that 
I am obliged to have my horie led out of town, 

Yefterduy I went down the North Strand, catching the fea~ 
breezes 2s 1 rode along. Summer-hill, the fuburb leading to 
it, affords one of the moft charming profpeéts in the world. 
Before you, is the fea, covered with fhips ; on the left of the 
bay, is a country beautifally varied, and fufficiently drefied by 
ast, to enrich the landicape ; to the right,the conical mountains 
of Wicklow terminate yoor view. ‘The viver Liffy and part of 
the city compofe the foreground of this exquifite piece. 

Sommer-hill, as well for the beauty of the fituation, as purity 
of the alr,is become the sefidence of feveral perfons of forrane. 
I was led to it a few days fince, to fee one of the mok pleafing 
colleétion of pitures I have almoft any where obferved ; and 
you will be the more furprifed when I tell you, that they-are all 
copies; but they are copies of a very peculiar fort. One'of 
them taken from the Galatea of Raphael, they now confider 
as an original ; the original being almott cefaced, They were 
the property of a Mr. M e, who, during a long refidence 
at Rome, had them painted by Albano, and others, the bett 
mafters, from the chef d’ceuvres in that imperial city. 

1 have feen another colle€étion here, far more valaable, as 
compofed of originals belonging to a Mr. Stewart, whofe fon 
was. married to a daughterof Lord Hertford ; among them is a 
capital. piece, of @hrift in the manger, by Rubens, 

Though an amateur of the fine arts, I cannot think that cata~ 
logues of pictures are either worth your reading, or my Writing, 
eipecially as they are not the production of this country. You, 
I know, will be better pleafed with pictures of life and mane 
ners ; and were | a moral painter, 1 ihoaid be glad to gratify 
you. A kkeich, however, | thall auempe of the quondam owner 
ot the collection, whieh, if highly finithed, would exhibit a very 
extraordinary picture of human natures 

Born 





~ - @- Ova 
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Born to & good eftate, after receiving the belt education this 
kingdom could give, he made the tour of Europe; but Rome 
had futh attraétions, that it became his home: -for feveral years. 
There he engaged in fach connections, as readered him for ever 
after eftranged to his native country,and enthafiaitically devoted 
to the hoafe of Stuart, whofe intereits he not only main- 
tained im converfation, bat fupported by hig purfe, 

Upon his retorn to Ireland, too refined, perhaps, by Italian 
virtuofopip, for the relith of his country neighbours, he avoided 
their company, though fond of fociety, and confefledly one of 
the fineft gentlemen inthe kingdom. He therefore found him- 
felf unable to take that lead; to which his large fortune and 
high atcomplithments, gave him fuch jaf pretenfions 3 his 
eflate too lying in one of thofe northern counties, where 
whiggifm was prevalent, he became almoft at length fequeltered 
from the world : his table was frequented by few, except mere 
toad-eaters, though he lived in a ftyle of magnificeace till then 
unknown in that country. 

But his ruling attachment marked every actioa of hislife, 
He was retarned to parliament for a borough, but would noc 
take his feat for feveral years, to avoid taking the oaths ; till ac 
length a rale of the houfe, pointing at him, was made, that 
whoever did not take their feat before a certain day fhould be 
expelled. 

Inftead of following nature, in ornamenting his demefne, he 
took up the whimfical thought of*cutting it mto the form of a 
thiftle. Ihave it from a gentlenvan, who has often feen the 
park, that he cut a deep and wide trench, of a mile in circum. 
ference for the bulb of the flower, with double ramparts from 
thence, forming the petals, wh clamps of trees reprefenting 
the down’; the avenue to his houfe was for the ftaik, and the 
feveral fields branching trom thence, and from:each other, de» 
lineated the leaves, ‘This indeed was:madnets, but you mui 
allow there was’ method in it. 

To the famous Dr. King of Oxford, he committed the edu- 
cation of his fon; who, inftead of imbibdieg from his tutor, 
the principles of his father, became an admired character in 
the Court of England ; which fo enraged his wanatural parent, 
that he withdrew that fcanty maintenance ite had betore ailowed 
him. What could the young man do? He was obliged to ree 
linquith for ever all title to an eitate of above 40001. a year, for 
an annuity of about Sool. This tranfaction fo cruthed nis {pirits, 
that he foon after died of a broken heari. ' 

The ofd gentleman had three daughters of diftinguilhed ace 


complithments. The firft gentlemen of the kingdom nad atked, 
F2 and 
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and had ‘been refufed, their hands for no’reafon that could be 
difcovered, bat that the political principles of the fuitots were 
different from thofe of Mr. M e, The eldef at length 
liftened to the addrefles. of a gentlemau in every refpect her 
equal, akight of a thire, and of a moft refpectable character ; 
whofe only fault was, that he was defcended from an old whig 
family. From that inftant the father difclaimed her as a child, 
‘and fettled his eflate upon one of his younger daughtets,who had 
iffue. Here you'll fay there was.no great harm done, bat mark 
the fequel. 

In the neighbourhood of Mr. M ———e lived a Mr. S——=t, 
an old batchelor of {mall forrane,derived from his anceftor, who 
fettled there in the reign of James I. to whom he is faid to have 
been a nearkinfman. This gentleman did not fail to pay his 
conftant affiduities, during the laft years of Mr. M e’s 
life; and had the good, or rather indeed ill fortune, to in- 
finuate himfelf thoroughly into his good graces. 

It became the eltablifhed opinion of this now doting old man, 
that Mr. S——t was the next rightful heir, to the crown of 
Engiand, failing the Pretender and his iffue. Accordingly, 
about fix weeks betore his death, in the 84th year of his 
age, being attacked by a palfy, which would have injured an 
underflanding even hitherto unimpaired, he altered his will in 
favour of Mr. Se—t, and difinherited all his own children and 
grandchildren. 

The heirs at law, howevet, did not acquiefce under this tefta- 
ment, fo repugnant to the principles of equity, aod the come 
mon feclings of humanity. ‘They litigated it under the plea of 
an unfound mind in the teftator, and of undue influence in the 
legatee. ‘hey had, indeed, no other; for the heir had ufed 
every precaution, that the will fhould be drawn, and perfected, 
according to all due folemnities and legal formalities. Chancery 
dent it to be tried by a jury in the King’s Bench, 

After a trial of twenty-four hours, the jorors divided in 
epinion, eight being for the will, and four agaiof it; a juror 
was withdrawn, snd confequently there was then noiilue. In 
a few terms after, it was deciced by the fame judges, and 
another jury, who were unanimous againft the will, | And thus, 
for once, triumphed over the vain ordinances of map, that 
eternal law of nature, which is the law of God, 








(To b¢ continucd.) 


Ai/wer, 


THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 4; 


Anfwer, by F. Bafkerville, to W. Paul's Anagram, inferted 
O4ober 8, 


HE quarrel, Sir, muft bea FRAY, 
From which a letter take ; 
The tihh that thed appears is RAY, 
Or I do much mitftake ; 


One letter add, then will appear 
A YARD, fuli three feet long ; 

And, if inverted, fhews moft clear 
A DRAY, foends my fong. 


+t+ We have received the like anfwet from J. Richards, 
T. Cole, and Snip Codner, of Plymouth; Tyro, of Linkin- 
horne; W. Baker and W. Goodden,. of Somerton; Bonus 
Puer, of Allyfay ; D. Robarts, of St. Columb; J. Wheeler, 
of St. Auftle ; and P. Baftow, of Buckfaftleigh. 





Anfwer, by T. Cole, of Plymouth, to R. Ge Femmett's Charade, 
iaferted November 20. 


OSEHILL’s the correfpondent’s name, 
‘The parts do clearly thew the fame. 


§ll§ We have received the like anfwer from J. Quant, of 
Hinton St. George; J. Tremlett, of St. Dominick ; W. Paul, 
of Blackdown ; and W. Baker, of Somerton. 





A CHARADE, by P. Baflow, of Buckfajtleighs 


Y firft is a part of the nofe, 
M A liquid my next will declare 5 
My whole will a town, Sirs, difclofe— 

Endeavour to make it appear. 


EEE EE SEES E EEE ESE EE TED 


We imagine that very few of our readers would wifh to be 
crammed with religious myftici/m, and therefore muft beg leave to 
decline accepting the offer of communications of that fort. 


POETRY, 
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ODE FOR THE NEW YEAR, 1789. 


Written by the Rew. Mr. Warton, Post-Lanriat, 
And fet to Mufic by Mr. Parsons, Mefter of the King’s Band. 


I. 
UDE was-the pile, and mafly proof, 
That firft uprear’d its haughty roof 
On Windfor’s brow fublime, in warltke ftate : 
The Norman tyrant’s jealous hand 
The giant fabric proudly plann’d : 
With recent viétory elate, 
** On this majeflic fteep (he eried) 
** A regal fortrefs, threatening wide, 
** Shall fpread my terrors to the diftant hills ; 
*« Its formidable fhade’ fhall throw 
** Faro’er the broad exparfe below, 
«* Where winds yon mighty flood, and amply fills 
** With flowery verdure, or with golden grain, 
“* The faireft fields that deck my new domain! 
** Anc London’s towers, that reach the watchman’s eye, 
*¢ Shall ice with confcious awe my bulwarks climb the ky.” 


Il. 


Us chang’d, through many a hardy race, 
Stced the rough-dome in fullen grace ; 
Still on its angry front defiante frown’d : 
Though Monarchs kept their ftate within 
Still murmur’d with the martial din 
"The gloomy gateway’s arch profound ; 
And armed forms, in airy rows, 
Bent o’or the battlements their bows, 
And bloed. fiain’d banners crown’d its hoftile head : 
And 
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And oft its hoary ramparts wore 
The ragged {cars of conflit fore: 
What time, pavilion’d on the neighb’ring mead, 
Th’ indignant Barons rang’d in bright array 
Their feudal bands, to curb defpotic fwav ; 
And leagu’d, a Briton’s birthright to reftore, 
Fram John’s reluctant grafp the roll of freedom bore. 


Ii. 


When lo, the King that wreath’d his thield 
With lilies pluck’d on Crefly’s field, 

Heav’d from its bafe thé mouldering Norman frame! 
New glery cloth’d th? exulting fleep, 
The portals tower’d with ampler {weep, 
And valour’s fotten’d genius came, 
Here held his pomp, and trail’d the pall 
Of triumph through the trophied hall ; 

And war was clac awhile in gorgeous weeds 5 
Amid the martial pageantries, 
While beauty’s glance adjudg’d the prizs, 

And beam’d {weet influence on heroic deeds. 

Nor long, e’er Henry’s boly zeal, to breathe 

A milder charm upon the feenes beneath, 

Rear’d in the wat’ry glade his claflic thrine, 

And call’d his fripling-quire, to woo the willing nine. 


IV. 


To this imperial feat to lead 
Its pride fupreme, and nobly blend 

Britith magnificence with attic ars ; 
Proud caftle! to thy bamner’d bowers, 
Lo! picture bids her glowing powers 
Their bold hiftoric groups impart : 
She bids th’ illaminated pane, 

Along thy lofty-vaulted tane, 

Shed the dim blaze of radiance richly clear. 
Still may fuch arts of peace engage 
Their patron’s care! but fhould the rage 

OF war to battle roufethe new-born year, 

Britain arife, and wake the flumb‘ring fire, 

Vindistive dart thy quick-rekindliag ire} 

Or, arm’d to itrike, in mercy {pare the foe ; 

And lift thy thundering hand, and thea withhold the blow ! 
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N days of old, ere wit was ready.made, 
The poet ferv’d apprentice to his trade ; 
And bat by ftudy, diligence, and kkill, 
Was enter’d freeman of Parnaffus’ Hill : 
The rule was then (exploded now, God knows!) 
That fenfe in metre muft be fenfe in profe ; 
Bot we, blefs’d feribblers ! flourith at a time 
When reafon rafely interferes with rhyme ; 
‘No more in ftudy need your hours be loft, 
To dub you poet—only travel pol ; 
Before you’ve jolted to your fecond itage, 
You’ll feel infeed with the rhyming rage ; 
Conuncrom, rebus, epigram, and ode, 
Whate’er is brilliant, rifes on the road : 
This eafy plan moft modern poets follow— 
The bar-maid’s mufe, and Boniface Apollo. 
’Tis true indeed, (but this we ought to fmother) 
One wit will fteal or borrow from another ; 
For if hits upon a happy line, 
He cares not whether Rochefter’s or mine ; 
No matter who had put the words together, 
He’ll {wear he wrote it, though he /erawl’d it rather. 
Happy, ye witlings, were your wit confin’d 
To Here we flept, we breakfafted, or din'd ; 
Or were you only decently to write, 
The fair Mi/s Black, or Charming Mifire/i White ! 
Bot here behold the proftituted mufe, 
Stain’d with the grofleft jargon of the ftews! 
Here horrid prejudice and party zea), 
Expre{s’d with all the bitternefs you feel ! 
Atev’ry pore poor Scotland’s made to bleed 
By Englith wits from Berwick-upon-T weed. 
Curs’d be the heart that withes to reftore 
An animofity that reigns no more! 
May ev’ry mean diflinélion be forgot, 
That brands a Briton, Irifhman, or Scot ! 
And may the wreteh no earthly bleilings prove, 
Be baulk/d by fortune, and repuls’d in love, 
Who would, like you, indelicately feck, 
To kindle bluthes in the modeft cheek ! 
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